
States with Hairstylist Licenses  

 

State Scope of Practice  

Hour 
Requiremen
t  

Exam 

Renewal Cycle Written  Practical 

Alaska 

Trimming or cutting the beard, 
arranging, styling, dressing, curling, 
temporary waving. permanent waving, 
cutting, singeing, bleaching, coloring, 
conditioning or similar work. 

 

1650 Yes 

No 
(removed 

Dec 
2020) 

Two (2) year renewal 
cycle 

Arizona 

"Hairstyling" means any of the following 
(a) Cutting, clipping or trimming hair. 
(b) Styling, arranging, dressing, curling, 
waving, permanent waving, straightening, 
cleansing, singeing, bleaching, dyeing, 
tinting, coloring or similarly treating hair. 
(c) Removing superfluous hair from the 
neck up by means other than electrolysis 
or threading. 

 

 

1000 Yes Yes 
Two (2) year renewal 
cycle 

California  

Note: This is a non-chemical license 
The practice of hairstyling is all or any 
combination of the following: (1)  Styling 
of all textures of hair by standard 
methods that are current at the time of 
the hairstyling. (2)  Arranging, blow 
drying, cleansing, curling, cutting, 
dressing, shampooing, waving, or 
nonchemically straightening the hair of 
any person using both electrical and 
nonelectrical devices. (3)  Massaging, 
cleaning, or stimulating the scalp, face, 
and neck by means of the hands, devices, 
apparatus, or appliances with or without 
the use of cosmetic preparations, 
antiseptics, lotions, or creams.  

 

600 Yes No  

Colorado 

Trimming the beard (no facial shaving), 
shampooing, haircutting, scalp 
treatments, hair coloring, bleaching, 
permanent waving, chemical relaxing, 
applying hair extensions, arranging, 
braiding and styling the hair. 

 

1200 Yes Yes 
Two (2) year renewal 
cycle 

Connecticut 

Note: Not hair only 
Dressing, arranging, curling, waving, 
weaving, cutting. singeing, bleaching and 
coloring the hair and treating the scalp of 
any person, and massaging, cleansing, 
stimulating, manipulating, exercising or 
beautifying with the use of the hands, 
appliances, cosmetic preparations, 
antiseptics, tonics, lotions, creams, 
powders, oils or clays and doing similar 
work on the face, neck and arms, and 
manicuring the fingernails of any person 
for compensation, provided nothing in 
this subdivision shall prohibit an 
unlicensed person from performing 
facials, eyebrow arching, shampooing, 
manicuring of the fingernails or, for 
cosmetic purposes only, trimming, filing 
and painting the healthy toenails, 

 

1500 Yes No 
Two (2) year renewal 
cycle 



excluding cutting nail beds, corns and 
calluses or other medical treatment 
involving the foot or ankle, or braiding 
hair. 

Georgia 

“Hair designer” means an individual who 
performs any one or more of the 
following services for compensation: 
(A) Cuts or dresses the hair; or 
(B) Singes and shampoos the hair, 
applies a permanent relaxer or 
straightener to the hair, or colors or dyes 
the hair. 
Such term shall not apply to an individual 
whose activities are limited to 
shampooing or blow-dry styling if an 
individual performs no other practices 
requiring a license under this chapter. 

 
 

1325 Yes Yes 

Two (2) year renewal 
cycle 

Hawaii 

Cut, trim and style hair and apply 
chemical treatments such as coloring, 
dyeing, relaxing and permanent waves. 
Shampoo, cleanse and condition hair as 
well as provide services such as 
temporary curling and braiding. 

 

1250 Yes No 
Two (2) year renewal 
cycle 

Maryland 

Beautifying, cleaning or embellishing 
the hair by arranging the hair, bleaching, 
cleansing, coloring, curling, cutting, 
dressing, singeing. permanent waving, 
waving or performing any other similar 
procedure. 

 

1200 

Yes Yes 
Two (2) year renewal 
cycle 

Minnesota 

Hair technician. A "hair technician" is any 
person who, for compensation, performs 
personal services for the cosmetic care of 
the hair on the scalp. Hair technician 
services include cutting the hair and the 
application of dyes, bleach, reactive 
chemicals, keratin, or other preparations 
to color or alter the structure of the hair. 
A person who only performs hairstyling as 
defined by subdivision 19, is not a hair 
technician. 

 

900 

Yes 

Yes - 
written 

practical 
Three year renewal 

cycle 



Missouri 

Arranging, dressing. curling. singeing, 
waving, permanent waving, cleansing, 
cutting, bleaching, tinting, coloring or 
similar work upon the hair of any person 
by any means; or removing superfluous 
hair from the body of any person by 
means other than electricity, or any other 
means of arching or tinting eyebrows or 
tinting eyelashes. Class CH - hairdresser 
also includes any person who either with 
the person's hands or with mechanical or 
electrical apparatuses or appliances, or 
by the use of cosmetic preparations, 
antiseptics, tonics, lotions or creams 
engages for compensation in any one or 
any combination of the following: 
massaging, cleaning, stimulating, 
manipulating. exercising, beautifying or 
similar work upon the scalp, face, neck, 
arms or bust. 

 

1500 
(same as a full 
cos. license) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Yes Yes 
Two (2) year renewal 
cycle 

 

Nevada 

Cleansing, stimulating or massaging the 
scalp, or cleansing or beautifying the hair 
by the use of cosmetic preparations, 
antiseptics, tonics, lotions or creams. 
Cutting, trimming or shaping the hair. 
Arranging, dressing, curling, waving, 
cleansing singeing, bleaching, tinting, 
coloring or straightening the hair of any 
person with the hands or mechanical or 
electrical apparatus or appliances, or by 
other means or similar work incident to or 
necessary for the proper carrying on of 
the practice or occupation of Hair 
Designer. 

1000 
 

AACS Note: 
2019 legislation 

reduced  the 
training hours 
required for 

licensure from 
1,200  to 1,000 

hours. Yes Yes 

Two (2) 
year 

renewal 
cycle 

New Mexico 

Cleansing, massaging or stimulating the 
scalp with oils, creams, lotions or other 
cosmetic or chemical preparations; 
applying cosmetic or chemical 
preparations, antiseptics, powders, oils, 
clays or lotions to the scalp; Cutting, 
arranging, applying hair extensions to or 
styling the hair by any means; cleansing, 
coloring, lightening, waving or 
straightening the hair with cosmetic or 
chemical preparations; and trimming a 
person's beard. 1200 Yes Yes Yearly 

Ohio 

Shampooing, haircutting, scalp 
treatments, hair coloring, bleaching, 
permanent waving, chemical relaxing, 
applying hair extensions, arranging, 
braiding and styling the hair. (everything 
except nails and esthetics) 

1000 
 Yes Yes 

Two (2) 
year 
renewal 
cycle 

Oregon 

Cut, trim and style hair and apply 
chemical treatments such as coloring, 
dyeing, relaxing and permanent waves. 
Hair designers also shampoo, cleanse and 
condition hair as well as provide services 
such temporary curling and braiding. 

1150 hours 
(reduced from 
1,700 hours in 

2019) 
 Yes Yes 

Two (2) 
year 

renewal 



Utah  

Effective Jan 1, 2026, the practice of 

master hair design and practice of master 

barbering includes: 

(a) styling, arranging, dressing, curling, or 

waving the hair of the head of an 

individual; 

(b) cutting, clipping, or trimming the hair 

of the head of an individual by using 

scissors, shears, clippers, or other 

appliances; 

(c) engaging in draping, shampooing, scalp 

treatments, basic wet styling, and blow 

drying; 

(d) hair fusing and extensions; 

(e) removing hair from the face or neck of 

an individual by using shaving equipment; 

(f) cutting, curling, styling, fitting, 

measuring, or forming caps for wigs, 

hairpieces, or both on the human head; 

(g) practicing hair weaving, hair fusing, or 

servicing previously medically implanted 

hair; 

(h) when providing other services 

described in this Subsection (1), gently 

massaging the head, back of the neck, and 

shoulders by manual or mechanical 

means; and 

(i) permanently waving, bleaching, tinting, 

coloring, relaxing, or similarly treating the 

hair of the head of an individual. 1,000 hours    

Utah 

Effective Jan 1, 2026, the The practice of 
haircutting includes: 
 
(a) cutting, clipping, or trimming the hair 
of the head of an individual by using 
scissors, shears, clippers, or other 
appliances; 
(b) engaging in draping, shampooing, 
scalp treatments, basic wet styling, and 
blow drying; 
(c) hair fusing and extensions; and 
(d) when providing other services 
described in this Subsection (1), gently 
massaging the head, back of the neck, 
and shoulders by manual or mechanical 
means. 

150 hours 
AACS Note: 
Examination 
requirements 

and 
transferability 

of low hour 
Utah permits 

are TBD 
pending the 
issuance of 
regulations TBD TBD  

https://le.utah.gov/xcode/code.html?v=C#(1)


Washington 

Shampooing, draping, brushing, scalp 
manipulations, conditioning and rinsing; 
scalp and hair analysis: hair cutting and 
trimming including scissors, razor, 
thinning shears and clippers; hair styling 
including wet, dry and thermal styling, 
braiding and styling aids; cutting and 
trimming of facial hair including beard and 
mustache design and eyebrow, ear and 
nose hair trimming. 

1400 Yes Yes 

Two (2) 
year 

renewal 
cycle 

West 
Virginia 

Cutting, styling, shaping, arranging, 
braiding, weaving, dressing, adding 
extensions, curling, facial hair trimming, 
scalp treatments, waving, permanent 
waving, relaxing, straightening, singeing, 
bleaching, tinting, coloring, or similarly 
work on human hair, or a wig or 
hairpiece, by any means, including 
hands, mechanical or electrical devices 
or appliances. 1000 Yes Yes Yearly 

Wyoming 

Scalp care. shampooing, conditioning, 
hair cutting, hairstyling, braiding, 
extensions, wigs, chemical texture 
services, and hair coloring 1000 Yes Yes 

Initial 
license 
for one 
(1) year. 
then two 
(2) 
renewal 
cycle 

 


